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SUBJECT: MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO PEKING 
REF: NOUAKCHOTT 886 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN VIEW OP WEST GERMAN EMBASSY IN PEKING, CHINESE HAVE 
INTRODUCED A NEW "RESERVE" IN THEIR EARLIER VERY WARM AND VERY 
CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH MAURITANIANS. CHINESE STILL ACKNOW- 
LEDGE AND APPRECIATE IMPORTANT ROLE MAURITANIANS PLAYED LATE 
IN 1960S IN HELPING PEKING ACQUIRE INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION 

AND ACCEPTANCE, BUT APPEAR TO HAVE DECIDED IN SOMEWHAT HARDNOSE 
PASHION THAT THAT WAS TEN YEARS AGO. TODAY, CHINA HAS OTHER 
PRIENDS IN APRICA WHO ARE LARGER AND MORE INPLUENTIAL. MOREOVER, 
CHINESE HAVE COME TO RECOGNIZE THAT WIDE PHILOSOPHICAL/ 
IDEOLOGICAL/DOCTRINAL GAP BETWEEN CONTEMPORARY CHINA AND MOS- 
LEM MAURITANIA CAN NEVER BE BRIDGED, THAT CHINESE POLITICAL/ 
SOCIAL/ECONOMIC SYSTEM CAN PROBABLY NEVER BE IMPLANTED IN 
MAURITANIA. REALISM THEREPORE DICTATES CONCENTRATION OP CHINESE 
RESOURCES AND EPPORTS ELSEWHERE. BUT IN APPRECIATION OP PAST 
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SUPPORT, PEKING INTENDS TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH MAURI- 
TANIA AND TO CONTINUE TO ASSIST MAURITNAIANS IN DEVELOP- 
MENT OP THEIR COUNTRY. 

2. ABOVE OBSERVATION/JUDGMENT WAS SET PORTH IN REPORTING 
TELEGRAM DRAPTED BY ERG EMBASSY IN PEKING POLLOWING OULD 
DADDAH VISIT WHICH WEST GERMAN AMBASSADOR SHARED WITH ME 
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MAY 4. WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT AND USLO 
COMMENTS. 

3. REEERRING PERIODICALLY TO ERG EMBASSY PEKING TELEGRAM 
AND TRANSLATING/SUMMARIZING ASNVE WENT, AMBASSADOR NAGEL 
ALSO NOTED: CHINESE HAD REITERATED THEIR POSTURE OF 

STRICT NEUTRALITY ON SAHARA DISPUTE AND THEIR VIEW THAT 
THREE COUNTRIES INVOLVED (MAURITANIA, MOROCCO AND ALGERIA) 
MUST THEMSELVES EVOLVE SATISFACTORY SOLUTION: SOVIET 
BANQUETWALKOUT; CHINESE AGREEMENT TO CONTINUE SELLING RICE 
AND TEA TO MAURITANIA AT ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES BUT FOR CASH; 
CHINESE DISINTEREST (REFUSAL) TO PURCHASE MAURITANIAN IRON 
ORE OR COPPER IN RETURN; MAURITANIAN INSISTENCE THAT 
CHINESE PROVIDE DEFINITIVE INDICATION ONE WAY OR OTHER ON 
FINAOCING AND CONSTRUCTION OF NOUAKCHOTT PORT PROJECT. 

GIRM DELEGATION REPORTEDLY TOLD CHINESE THAT THEY HAD TO 
HAVE DECISION BEFORE END OF 1977 TO ENABLE THEM TO SEEK 
HELP ELSEWHERE (IMPLICATION WAS FROM SAUDI ARABIA) IF 
CHINESE DECIDED AGAINST CARRYING OUT PORT PROJECT. 

4. NAGEL THEN REPORTED THAT GIRM FOREIGN MINISTER 
MOUKNASS, IN ANSWER TO ERG AMBASSADOR'S DIRECT QUESTION 
APRIL 23, HAD STATED THAT CHINESE HAD AGREED TO FINANCE 
AND BUILD PORT, AND THAT GIRM AND PEKING HAD SIGNED 

FORMAL AGREEMENT TO THIS EFFECT. (THUS INFORMATION WE REPORTED 
REFTEL COMES INTO GENERAL CIRCULATION.) 
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